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Jedes Jahr legen die Mitarbeiter von P ROGNOST Systems tausende Kilometer 
zurück auf dem Weg unsere Anwender in mehr als 40 Ländern und auf den Welt-

meeren zu unterstützen. Dabei steht in der Regel ein schneller Reiseweg mit einem 
möglichst kurzen und effektiven Aufenthalt im Vordergrund und nicht die  

Erholung oder das Abenteuer. Doch auch abseits der Arbeit verbringen viele  
Mitarbeiter von P ROGNOST Systems ihre freie Zeit auf Reisen und haben dabei so 

einige interessante Erfahrungen gesammelt, die in unserem Reiseführer  
zusammengestellt sind.

Mit diesem Weihnachtsgruß möchten wir uns bei all unseren Anwendern und Ge-
schäftspartnern für die angenehme Zusammenarbeit im letzten Jahr bedanken. Wir 
wünschen Ihnen für das neue Jahr 2019 Gesundheit, viel Glück und Erfolg und 

freuen uns auf ein Wiedersehen bei Ihnen oder bei uns in Rheine und Houston oder 
an einem der vielen genannten Orte, an denen wir zu finden sind. 

Every year P ROGNOST Systems employees travel thousands of miles to support 
our users in more than 40 countries and on the world’s oceans. We really appreci-
ate our customers’ and partners’ efforts to include social activities and information 
during our business trips. The P ROGNOST team members also spend some free 
time for traveling. We enjoy and recommend these selected destinations described 

and compiled in our travel guide. 
 

This years’ Christmas Greetings thank all our users and business partners for the 
pleasant cooperation in 2018. We wish you health throughout 2019, good luck 

and success. We look forward to seeing you again at your place or at our place in 
Rheine and Houston or in places where we get inspired!  

P ROGNOST Systems GmbH

Eike Drewes
Managing Director
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Where to stay
Rent a 4x4 campervan. There 

are heaps of nice and cheap or 

free campgrounds around Aus-

tralia.

Where to go
12 Apostles, Uluru, Blue Moun-

tains, Fraser Island, West Coast, 

National Parks, Melbourne, Sid-

ney, Perth

When to go
There’s never a bad time to visit 

Australia. With mild winters and 

warm, inviting summers, this 

is a 365 days outdoor country. 

So there are genuinely no “bad 

weather” months to avoid in 

planning your Australia vaca-

tion. Seasons in Australia are 

opposite to those in the North-

ern Hemisphere, with summer 

from December through Feb-

ruary, and winter from June 

through August. The exact type 

of weather you’ll experience 

depends largely on the region. 

The northern states are typi-

cally warm year-round, while 

the southern states have cooler 

winters. 

What to do
Drive the Great Ocean Road, 

explore the beautiful national 

parks, 4x4ing on Fraser Island, 

Camping, learn surfing, sail 

around the Whitsundays, swim 

with whale sharks.

Why I recommend
Australia is a country that takes 

it to extremes; it’s the driest in-

habited continent, the world’s 

largest island and has one of the 

longest coastlines on the globe. 

Australia’s got a unique outback 

culture, coastal, well-developed 

cities, hundreds of quirky small 

towns and the most jaw-drop-

ping natural beauty.

Round trip
Tobias Schepers



p Australia



Go hiking in Wallis   
... and see the death of glaciers
Jost-A. Anderhub



Where to stay
We stayed for two weeks in a holiday chalet in Bürchen VS, a small village 

located in the German speaking area of the Kanton Wallis. The chalet was 

super-clean, well maintained and a solid built. 

Where to go
Bürchen is a great village to start day trips to breathtaking tours and views, 

such as: Matterhorn, Lämmeren Gletscherpfad, Aletschgletscher, Ried-

gletscher or Moosalp. Highly recommended are the small trails along 

the “Suonen” (historic aqueducts) or Europe´s highest located wineyard.

When to go
We stayed there in July and it was up to 35°C in the valleys, but when you 

are in the mountains, it´s perfect for all-days activities. 

Why I recommend
Wallis is the sunkissed Kanton 

of Switzerland with a spectacu-

lar scenery. Go there and gaze in 

amazement before the glaciers 

will be gone forever.

By the way: vacation in Switzer-

land was less expensive than ex-

pected.



Roadtrip & Camping  
in Southern Norway

Daniel Koopmann



Where to stay
Anywhere you want. My recommendations Sundal Camping and Kris-

tiansand Feriecenter. 

Twin Waterfall Odda

Hardanger Fjord

Bondhussee (Glacier Lake)

Stavanger

Bergen

When to go
Between April and September

What to do
Enjoy the beautiful nature 

Shopping in Oslo

Eat delicious fresh fish in Bergen

Relax at the beach of Stavanger

Hiking the mountains at the Hardanger Fjord

Why I recommend
If you want a variety of beautiful nature and nice towns, you like swim-

ming and hiking and you don’t care about to pay more than 50 Euro for a 

box of beer this will be your place to be.  Beautiful nature, relaxed people 

and good infrastructure. 



One Night in Bangkok 
(+ a day or two)

 Jochen Lemke

Where to stay
The Royal Orchid Sheraton, Shangri-La, Anantara or Hilton plotted along the picturesque Chao Praya 

River will provide you the most scenic and memorable views, while all serve shuttle boats the the 

Taksin Skytrain station with easy access to the hustle and bustle of the inner city.

Where to go
The infamous, legendary Patpong Night Market or a delicious dinner at one of the many roof top 

restaurants in Bangkok should be on your list after sunset.

During the day, Bangkok rewards you with a great culture program of which I strongly recommend 

the Grand Palace, Wat Pho and Wat Arun Temples (all nearby each other) and best to reach by public 

taxi boat along the Chao Praya River, the Jim Thompson Museum which is an assembly of original tra-

ditional Thai houses and the similarly beautiful Suan Pakkard Palace. If you are lucky enough to spend 

the weekend, don’t miss the vast and exciting Chatiuchak weekend market which is also in easy ac-

cess of both the Skytrain and Underground train.

 



When to go
Located somewhat north of the equator, Bangkok’s coolest and 

most pleasant time of the year is November to February.

What to do
After a cultural dive into Bangkok, take a flight down to the beach-

es of Ko Samui or Phuket, or up North to Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai 

and the Golden Triangle. Sea, sand and sun, or cool mountain 

rainforests, Thailand offers it all. And if you play Golf, don’t forget to 

bring your clubs. Thailand features a large array of the most beau-

tiful and low priced golf courses in the Southeast Asian region.

Why I recommend
Bangkok offers a great variety of culture, food and shopping and 

with its modern Suvarnabhumi Airport is a perfect springboard to 

travel on to further holiday destinations in Thailand and Southeast 

Asia.



Obergurgl/Hochgurgl, 
Austria (Skiing)

Rebecca Dölling

Where to stay

I can recommend the hotel 

“Haus Gurgl 4-star ski hotel”. The 

hotel is located in the beautiful 

ski and hiking region Obergur-

gl-Hochgurgl. From the hotel 

it is only 100 meters to the ski 

lifts in the village and the valley 

descent leads directly to the 

hotel. The ski area has 112 km 

of pistes and modern lifts. 

Where to go 

Funslope at the mountain 

station Hochgurglbahn II 

(Funpark)

Night skiing and night ski 

show 

Panorama bar “Top Moun-

tain Star”

Alpine restaurant “Top 

Mountain Crosspoint”

When to go

The ski season in Obergurgl-

Hochgurgl runs from mid-No-

vember to the end of April.

 

What to do

Obergurgl-Hochgurgl is a per-

fect holiday resort for skiers. It is 

a beautiful ski area for families, 

as there are several ski schools 

on site. You can also go on holi-

day with friends and celebrate 

après-ski. Moreover, take the ski 

bus to Sölden, which is only a 

few minutes away. Sölden is 

also known for famous après-

ski parties.

Why I recommend

Obergurgl-Hochgurgl is one of 

the most snow-sure ski areas in 

the Alps region, corresponding 

to an altitude of 1,800 to 3,080 

metres.





Mountain Bike tour 
From Austria to Italy  
Christian Steinkamp

Where to stay
Hotel der Waldhof, St. Anton, AU – Excellent rooms and very good cooking.

Hotel Yscla, Ischgl, AU  – Nice hotel in the middle of the town

Central Hotel, Nauders, AU – 4**** Bike enthusiastic manager and super Spa

Hotel Schweizerhof, Santa Maria, CH – Next to the road, good for one night

Hotel Lac Salin, Livigno, IT – 4**** Extraordinary Spa, restaurant and rooms

Hotel Edelweiss, Sils, CH – Outrageous Art Nouveau Grand Restaurant

Hotel Lago di Como, Colico, IT

Where to go
The journey is the reward.

When to go
Summer

What to do
Active holiday

Why I recommend
Bike riding in the Alps is like being inside a postcard! 
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Christiane Helmich



Our travel agency recommends a 4**** hotel in Manhattan or a good hotel in Brooklyn  because the 

cheaper hotels have bed bugs. We prefer a new stylish hotel in Brooklyn. Every evening when we came 

back to Brooklyn, we could enjoy the skyline of Manhattan at the DUMBO Biergarten at the East River. 

Amazing!

These 10 highlights of New York are a MUST:

A footwalk over the Brocklyn Bridge from Brooklyn to Manhattan (The skyline of Manhattan is 

fantastic)

Statue of Liberty. A speedboat tour around the island with a photo stop is impressing – the queue 

to go to the Statue of Liberty is too long, if you have only 4 days, another possibility is use the free 

Staten Island Ferry from Manhattan to Staten Island and back.

9/11 Memorial & Museum  – very touching and still scary

To go on the top of the Empire State Building during the night

Top of the Rock Observation Deck at Rockefeller Center – during the day, with a fantastic view over 

the Central Park and enjoy the minutes in the elevator with a view to the ceiling.

Time Square crowded and fascinating at any time

Central Park with a bike

Walk over the Broadway on Sunday, with hundreds of food-, drinking- and cloth booths

Baseball game (We went to the New York Mets - catching a lost baseball as a spectator is an abso-

lute highlight)

Wall Street with the charging bull (heavily surrounded by tourists to take a picture with the bull)

Are just as impressive:

Grand Central Terminal, China Town, High Line, Wooden escalator in New Yorks largest store Macy’s, 

A break in the Battary Park, Roof top bars

New York is glamorous at any time of the year - the weather is generally friendly from April to October. 

In spring the temperatures are between 10 and 20 degrees. In summer, however, it can get hot up to 

35 degrees and in winter, surprising snowstorms and icy winds can cause temperatures to drop below 

0° C, making Christmas shopping a challenge.

In order to see most of the sights in the short time in New York, we bought a New York Ticket. It in-

cluded the entry of many highlights and a Fast Lane, so you didn’t have to wait in the queue.

Stop again and again to enjoy the life and hustle and bustle on the streets and in the parks.





Visiting 
the  
Tazmanian Devil  
Dirk Thihatmer

Where to stay

To stay in the city (i.e. Hobart) 

it is nice to be in hotel or guest 

house. We had a hotel with pub 

in the ground floor. Cause of 

the British influences you will 

have good music, food and 

drinks with interested people in 

the pub.

If you are on a mountain tour I 

would recommend to stay in a 

hut in the mountains. You just 

need to be prepared for your 

own food.

Why I recommend
 
Incredible nature (exceptional 

flora and fauna)

Where to go

Hobart is a nice and very in-

teresting city

Cradle Mountain

When to go

European winter time

What to do

Active holiday for walking in the 

nature





Bienvenido a Barcelona
Jasmin Heitmann and Svea Milbratz

Where to stay
There are a lot of good hotels in Barcelona. In order to get to know the charm of the city and the temperament 

of the people better, we recommend a stay in a holiday flat. We have had good experiences with the accom-

modation agency “Airbnb”. Close to the locals, right next to the restaurants and bars in the small alleys of the 

turbulent yet historic city of Barcelona.

Where to go 
La Rambla, Sagrada Familia, Barri Gòtic (The Gothic Quarter), Mercat de la Boqueria, Park Güell,  

Camp Nou (stadium of FC Barcelona)

When to go
Due to the variety of entertainment and activities, we do not set an exact time of year for the trip to 

Barcelona. There is a lot to experience all year round. The months June-October offer however the 

advantage to use the beautiful long sandy beach to get plenty of sun and go swimming in the Medi-

terranean. 

What to do
Those who want to get to know as much as possible of Barcelona in a short time should take the hop-on, 

hop-off buses of the city. There are three bus lines for this kind of sightseeing tour. The green line runs 

along the beautiful beaches at the outskirts of Barcelona, the red line runs from Plaça Catalunya via Pas-

seig de Gràcia, Montjuïc and Port Vell to Parc de la Ciutadella. And the blue line from Plaça Catalunya via 

Passeig de Gràcia, Sagrada Família, Park Güell, Tibidabo and the FC Barcelona stadium. A shopping tour 

through the narrow streets and small boutiques or in one of the numerous market halls with fresh fruit, 

vegetables and various curiosities is also highly recommended. Those who prefer a relaxing beach holiday 

can relax on the beach and enjoy the sun. At the same time, the city offers a colourful nightlife for all ages.  

If you are looking for something special, you can visit the festival “Tomorrowland Unite”. The festival 

takes place every year in July in the Parc de Can Zam. It is an EDM, House and Techno festival with more 

than 22.000 visitors.



A Quantum of Courage  
Ski another Day  
(Wengen, Switzerland)
Eike Drewes with support of Erja Drewes



special because the James Bond film 
“ON HER MAJESTY’S SECRET 
SERVICE” was shot there almost 50 
years ago. At that time there was only 

Where to stay
There are many hotels in Wengen. 
We can recommend the Hotel-Vic-
toria-Lauberhorn. It has a swim-
ming pool and nice restaurants and 
is centrally located in the village. The 
price-performance ratio is great.

Where to go
There are interesting places to visit. 
For example the Jungfraujoch is 
worth seeing and can be reached 
with the Jungfraubahn. It is the high-
est railway mountain station in the 
world. Inside the mountain there are 
several exhibitions like an ice pal-
ace with breathtaking ice sculptures.  
If you take the train from Wengen 
to Lauterbrunnen you can reach the 
Schilthorn by gondolas on the op-
posite side. This is something very 

not want to ski or snowboard can of 
course take the gondola down again.
 

When to go
I’d go to the Jungfrau region in win-
ter. Then you can go hiking and ski-
ing. 

What to do
During winter season you can enjoy 
a multiple variety of sports ranging 
from skiing to outside ice skating 
and curling. Also hiking with and 
without snow shows is available. It 
is a active holiday location as well as 
suitable for families or just for relax-
ing.

Why I
recommend
You will never forget the beautiful 
scenery and the variety of the unique 
attractions such as the Schilthorn or 
Jungfraubahn. 

a small mountain station and for the 
film the Pitz Gloria was built, a com-
pletely new building with helicopter 
landing place as shelter for the vil-
lain Blofeld. When you arrive with 
the gondola you still feel like you 
are in a real movie. Everywhere you 
can see how the film was shot. There 
is a big exhibition where you can 
ride a bob or a helicopter. A special 
highlight is the revolving panorama 
restaurant with a perfect view of the 
wonderful mountain panorama. For 
skiers and snowboarders there is an-
other special experience: you can ski 
down the steep slope used by James 
Bond during his escape. For many it 
is the experience to master this dif-
ficult slope. Those who cannot or do 



Goa
An Indian point of view

Ramneek Sharma



Where to stay
W Goa (5***** property), food is exceptionally good (all 

type), price depends on season (but value for money)

Where to go
Basilica of Bom Jesus - UNESCO World Heritage Site in 

Old Goa.

Reis Magos Fort - Restored 16th-century fort offers 

Sweeping River & sea views.

Chapora Fort and nearby beaches  and waterfalls.   

When to go
Peak tourist season – October to January. Goa is at its 

most beautiful during the monsoons - June to September, 

when the hotels offer the best discounts.

What to do
Beach vacation 

Why I recommend
Water sports (kayaking, snorkeling, scuba diving, para-

gliding

Beaches

Food

Give both option of partying as well as relaxing vaca-

tion destination

History



Sailing in the Baltic Sea
Ralph Biermann



Where to stay
Wissers Hotel and Restaurant

Where to go
Yachthaven Burgtieh, here Car-

ibbean Bar Windsurfing Char-

chulla, where very delicious 

Cocktails are served.

When to go
From March to October, there’s 

no such thing as too cold

What to do
Sailing and Cycling.

Why I recommend
Great spot to learn sailing, very 

beautiful island and very tasty 

food at very good prices



Where to stay

Manta Ray Island Resort (there 

is only this one Resort on this 

island)

Where to go

Hammocks under palm trees 

at the beach. Snorkeling in the 

reefs from the same beach. No-

where else.

When to go

June / July

What to do

Shark diving, adventure dives 

with 20m+ visibility, Beachvol-

leyball, Snorkeling 



Fiji
Jonas Schilling

Why I recommend

Snorkeling with huge Manta rays (3+ m span). Manta Ray Island is 

located right next to a passage between two islands. This passage 

is very rich of plankton which attracts Manta Rays. The Fiji people 

monitor the water from small planes. Whenever they spot a ray, they 

inform the Resort to drum on a hollow tree at the beach to alarm 

the visitors. On this signal everybody grabs his snorkeling gear, runs 

to the beach and boards a small boat that brings you to the middle 

of the stream where the rays are. They are completely harmless and 

only feed on plankton. As long as you don’t touch them you can 

swim along with one of the most impressive creatures of this world 

until it decides to leave again. An event that you will never forget.  





Skiing, Cycling and Hiking 
in South Tyrol, Italy

Ludger Feldkamp

South Tyrol is the german speaking part in the north of 

Italy and offers a wide range of possibilities. 

When to go

In the winter time up to spring perfect conditions for ski-

ing (Dolomiti ski) on the Alpe di Siusi with a lot of differ-

ent ski downhill pists and very nice views into the Alpes. 

In the morning skiing and in the afternoon shopping 

or relaxing in these very old and nice cities like Meran, 

Bozen and Brixen where you can enjoy nice tempera-

tures in the beginning of spring. In the autumn you can 

do cycling tours through the beautifull Alpe de Siusi or 

in the area around. The temperatures are between 15 

and 26°C. 

If you like to combine sports with relaxing this area 

is perfect. A lot of nice hotels should be booked 

minimum 8 month before to get a good price and 

interesting location.



Have you ever been 
to Lago di Garda?
Klaus Marien



When to go
We went in the hot summer months. 
Get prepared for your skin with a 
good sun cream because of the burn-
ing sun atmosphere. I was told wind 
surfing friends will find like-minded 
people in the late spring and early 
autumn when a fresh wind is blow-
ing. 

What to do
Visiting the beach to find a shadowy 
place, hire a mountain biking for a 
trip in the mountains, or do some 
sports or relaxing in and on the wa-
ter. Lake Garda will show up with all 
what you need for your leisure ac-
tivities plus the famous Italian style 
drinks and eats.  
In case of a thunderstorm and some 
lightning crashes immediately hurry 

Where to stay
There are various opportunities to 
stay at and around Lake Garda. I still 
tried three different variants of ac-
commodation. The first time we en-
joyed hanging out at a camping site 
and also in a house in the hills and 
the second time our decision was 
hotel vacation. So it depends on you, 
each choice would be a good one.

Where to go
Opening my pictures boxes my 
memories started coming back to 
my mind. Nice beaches where we 
were playing beach volleyball or 
just relaxing in the sun. The Caneva 
world including Aqua Paradise with 
its fantastic Stuka slide! Or the me-
dieval times show staging knight bat-
tles together with rustic menus and 
medieval table manners are indeed a 
must for your trip. 

up the hills to experience an amazing 
spectacle staged by Mother Nature – 
admission free!

Why I  
recommend
Lake Garda is always worth a trip. It 
does not matter if for only a week-
end or more.  The lake offers what 
you need for a short recovery or your 
summer holiday. It is one of the best 
travel vacations for a holiday with 
good friends or your family. 

Enjoy this nice place in Europe, get 
infected and you will surely come 
back for return visits.
 



Island hopping Indonesia 
Bali, Gilli Air, Lombok, Gili Gede

 

             Hendrik Schulten



Where to stay
There are too many beautiful places to stay just at one location. Some recommendations:

OK Divers Resort & Spa (Padangbai, Bali), Mana Retreat (Kuta, Lombok), The Papalagi Resort (Gili 

Gede)

Where to go
Tiu Keleb waterfall (Lombok). This waterfall is in the middle of the jungle. There is a nice walk-

way which leads you in around 45 minutes to the waterfall - a local guide is not needed. Manta 

Point (Nusa Penida) - one of the best dive spots in Indonesia. Gili islands - nice place to relax.

When to go
April/May. The rain season just ended and nature presents itself at its best.

What to do
Rent a scooter for just €5 a day and discover the Islands. Be careful with the monkeys along the 

roads and always have you snorkelling gear with you. Surfing equipment can be rented for a 

low price at nearly every good surfing spot on the islands.

Why I recommend
Enjoying nearly untouched nature without a lot of tourism (Lombok, Gili Gede) or relaxing in 

great hotels and celebrate with other travellers (Kuta, Bali) showing the wide range of activities 

in this area. Also divers and surfers will have enough spots to discover.



Indian Ocean
Wolfgang Große-Maestrup

Where to stay
My recommendation is an is-

land hopping with by Katama-

ran, which is your ‘hotel’ for a 

few day tip. The crew prepares 

tasty creole food and the waves 

‘rock you into sleep

Where to go
The laid-back island of La Digue 

can best be explored by bicy-

cle; the island of Praslin for the 

lush jungle with the famous 

Coco de mer 

When to go
best time to visit Seychelles are 

the mont April, May, October 

and November, it’s the transi-

tion times between the hot 

and humid northwest and the 

cooler southeast trade winds.

What to do
You can enjoy snorkeling, boul-

dering along the rocks, hiking 

through thick forests, enjoy the 

beach, observating turtles  or – 

celebrate your silver wedding 

anniversary  

Why I recommend
It’s the combination of various 

activities and the tranquility 

and natural beauty that make 

you want to visit again





Porto
Olaf Berens



after Porto, since the metropolitan 
area, and in particular the cellars of 
Vila Nova de Gaia, were responsible 
for the packaging, transport, and 
export of fortified wine. Visit the 
various port wine houses take part of 
the guided tours and taste these deli-
cious products

Why I  
recommend
Porto is located along the Douro river 
estuary in Northern Portugal, is one 
of the oldest European centres, and 
its historical core was proclaimed a 
World Heritage Site by UNESCO in 
1996. The western part of its urban 
area extends to the coastline of the 
Atlantic Ocean. Its settlement dates 
back many centuries, when it was an 
outpost of the Roman Empire. 

Where to stay
We stayed in a modern Hotel in the 
center of the city, which offered us to 
explore everything by feet.

Where to go
Old Town is a Must, Churches, beau-
tiful public gardens, harbour prom-
enade, Atlantic ocean beach, typical 
tapas bars.

When to go
We went there in September which 
was too late, I recommend May to 
August.

What to do
One of Portugal’s internationally fa-
mous exports, port wine, is named 



Papenburg  
Home of the Cruise Ships

Thomas Eilers



Where to stay
To have a great view on the city hall, museum ship “Friederike” and “der lange Anton” the Saint Antonius church 
you need to stay in the hotel Arkadenhaus - Hotel Freiherr von Schwarzenberg – this hotel is in the city centrum.

Where to go
A “must visit” is the Meyer Werft ship yard. It was established 1795. You will find cruise liners to touch and innova-
tive superlative shipbuilding in the visitors’centre of the world famous MEYER WERFT: get view into the shipbuilding 
dock and onto the cruise liner ships as AIDA, Disney and Co. 

Also interesting to visit is the open-air museum historic accommodations of “Torfpütten” and old captains’ houses 
tell the eventful history of the city. Experienced museum guides lead the groups of visitors through the museum tell-
ing them about the daily life of the first settlers in the hostile moorland. In neighbouring “Papenbörger Hus” there is 
the possibility of testing a real Papenburg specialty, the buckwheat pancakes (“Buchweizenpfannkuchen”).

Papenburg Hauptkanal invites you to go shopping and take a stroll through the numerous shops, restaurants and 
cafés and furthermore, it is the location for a variety of events.
    

When to go
You can visit Papenburg during the whole year, but if you have the possibility to stay in Papenburg during one of the 
big cruise liners will have its transport on the River Ems to the Northsea

What to do
You will have also possibilities to play golf, go shopping, and enjoy the landscape and nature.

Why I recommend
Papenburg is a very beautiful city, it is the town where I grow up and it is Germany’s oldest and longest fenland 
colony. Papenburg is located in the northwest of Germany in the district Emsland, in close vicinity of East Frisia. You 
will find beautiful fen houses, 40 kilometers of channels with romantic bascule and swing bridges as well as anchor-
ing museum ships give Germany’s southernmost seaport city its very own appearance. The town on the Ems offers a 
unique combination of urban ambience, natural experience, latest technology and living history.



Regan Stedwell



Where to stay
Most of the hotels on the strip 

have special rates from time to 

time. All are of excellent quality 

and very close to all the ameni-

ties on the strip.

Where to go
The Stratosphere has an amaz-

ing view from the top of the 

tower. The Stratosphere has a 

rotating restaurant that gives 

you a 360 degree view of Las 

Vegas. The Hoover dam is with-

in driving distance of Las Vegas 

where you can enjoy the day 

on Lake Mead kayaking. 

When to go
Any time of year is great to go 

to Las Vegas. If you do not like 

hot weather wait until the tem-

peratures cool off in November 

or December.

What to do
There is more to Las Vegas than 

night life on the strip. There are 

some great hiking spots close 

by I would recommend; Red 

Rock Canyon and the Valley of 

Fire offer some very nice views.  

Why I recommend
Whether it is a family vaca-

tion to enjoy some hiking, site 

seeing like the Hoover dam or 

Grand Canyon; or a quick geta-

way to enjoy the busy night life, 

Las Vegas is a town everyone 

can enjoy.



From Johannesburg to 
Cape Town

Markus Bruns

Where to stay

Best to stay at accommoda-

tions inside or close to national 

parks. There you can book guid-

ed Tours or drive through the 

national parks on your own.

Ubizane Wildlife reserve

Where to go

Krüger National Park

Hluhluwe-Imfolozi Park

Tsitsikama National park 

Beautiful Garden Route 

Cape Town

Cape of good hope

Table mountain

Robben Island

When to go

We were there during May, but 

South Africa is a year-round 

destination due to its varying 

regional climates and wildlife 

opportunities.

What to do

Wildlife Safari and find “the 

Big Five” 

Night Safari at “Addo Ele-

phant National Park”

Whale watching

Bungee Jump at “Bloukrans 

Bungee Jump” (with more 

than 200m the “highest 

bungee from a bridge”)

Why I recommend

South Africa is for sure a dif-

ferent kind of Holiday with its 

beautiful landscapes and wild-

life.

It was exciting to stay overnight 

at lodges inside the wildlife 

parks were you know that a Lion 

or Leopard may be wandering 

around near your accommoda-

tion.

There is no better place to find 

“the Big Five”.





Ijselmeer 
Melanie Wullkotte



Where to stay

Summer house, hotels, make 

camping or stay at you ship. 

One very fabulous hotel is the 

wine barrel hotel.

Where to go

You should make a round trip 

by ship.  Visit the ijselmeer, En-

joy the little City or the bicycle 

lanes and go to Hindeloopen or 

Workum, Lemmer.

When to go

Best time is summer for ship 

holidays, go sailing, water ski-

ing or swimming. In Winter you 

can take part of the 11City tours 

from Netherland.

What to do

All what you want

Why I recommend

It is a very small and lovely vil-

lage. It looks like little Britain. It 

makes your heart feel good.





La Gomera 
the mystical Island 

Matthias Issleib

Why I recommend

More than 20 years ago I was 
last on La Gomera. If I have 
the chance I will visit the 
island again to see what has 
happened on this little pearl 
in the Atlantic Ocean.



Welcome to Rheine 
Sebastian Bültel

Where to go
Rheine is famous for its beau-
tiful cycle paths, which me-
ander through the Bentlager 
forest and directly past the 
Kloster-Bentlage. The natural 

Where to stay
Wonderfull hotels which are 
next to the city centre of 
Rheine are the Hotel Lücke or 
City Club Hotel.

zoo and the saltworks, with 
their graduation towers, are 
a few hundred metres away 
from the monastery Bentlage 
and are popular with young 
and old.  
If you want to get an insight 



into the history and develop-
ment of the town of Rheine, 
the Falkenhof with its inte-
grated museum is the right 
place for you. The Falkenhof 
is only a few hundred metres 
away from the market place 

and is thus located in the 
heart of Rheine. 
Somewhat west of the city 

Rheine, the so-called Hünen-
borg.



Salt Lake City, U T
Corey Stedwell

Where to stay
If you go during ski season, you 

will need to shop around for 

a hotel. I prefer to stay in Park 

City which is nearby up on the 

mountain side. Park City pro-

vides the best access to the ski 

areas.

Where to go
If you drive a little outside of Salt 

Lake City, you will come to Bon-

neville, where the salt flats are. 

This area has held many land 

speed records. You can drive 

your vehicle on the salt flats, if 

the weather permits. There are 

many national parks in Utah 

which are either close by or 

about a day’s drive away which 

offer some unique views in the 

United States. The Golden Spike 

Museum is nearby which is the 

site where the Union and Cen-

tral Pacific railroads joined in 

1869. 

When to go
Salt Lake City during the winter 

ski season, usually December 

to February is a beautiful time 

of year to take advantage of 

the ski slopes. The 2002 Olym-

pic park offers a museum tour, 

sledding, and other acitivies.  

What to do
Salt Lake City is a great family 

vacation location with lots of 

different outside activities from 

hiking, skiing, mountain bik-

ing, and more. It also has some 

excellent local restaurants and 

breweries. 

Why I recommend
I do not know another place 

where you can visit a mountain 

covered in snow, salt flats that 

you can drive on, and a desert 

full of amazing rock formations 

all within a day’s drive. It really 

is an all in one destination for 

people who enjoy the outdoors.  





The Isle of Borkum
Christina Bröker

What to do

Active holiday with skyde surfing, wind surfing, Kitebuggy, riding 

horse or bike, go on a walk, ornithology, beach vacation with beach 

chair but cold water. Family destination: activities for children at all 

ages.

Where to stay
Hotel “4-Jahreszeiten”

Where to go
Beach, promenade, mudflat 

walk, Hoge Hörn, seal banks   

When to go
Mid of June or mid/end of 

September

Sandorn 
Delicious and Healthy



Why I recommend

Find yourself within relaxing and/or active times, rough wind from northern sea, fast weather changes, 

salted air, nearly high sea climate



Texel, a beautiful  
dutch island Jannik Kamp



Where to stay
The Bungalowpark Vredelust is a very nice place. I stayed there together with my family for 2 weeks. 

Where to go 
Texel is a larger island with lots of meadows and beautiful beaches, together with well developed 

cycle paths make the island perfect holiday.

Interesting places are the lighthouse in the north of the island. Then there is the Texel Zoo, the Duin-

en van Texel National Park and the various museums such as the Naval Museum, also there are many 

other activities such as the weekly markets.

When to go
It is best to spend your holidays there during the summer months in order to make perfect use of the 

beaches.

What to do
On Texel you can have a relaxing holiday with bike tours and visit the beach.

Why I recommend 
The beautifull beaches and the well prepared bicycle routes let you enjoy this beautiful place in the 

Netherlands





Where to stay
Küstenreiterhof Fock for horse and rider

Where to go
Wadden sea, Island Neuwerk, Cuxhavener coastal heath (wild horses and cattle)

When to go
May to August (warm weather, im August the heath blossoms)

What to do
Horse riding, wadden wagon rides, wadden hiking, boat rides, Duhner wadden races, kite surfing
cycling

Why I recommend
Good recreation, great climate and many possibilities, Wadden Sea is a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site.

Riding  my  Horse in Cuxhaven
Kira Roolfs



 





Grand Canyon National Park 
(South Rim), Arizona

Skip Morrison



Where to stay
The Bright Angel Lodge offers small cozy cabins for those looking for 

basic accommodation within a stone’s throw of the trail head.  If you’re 

looking for a bit more luxury, the El Tovar Hotel with its famous dining 

room known for its great food and wine is also a good choice.

Where to go
Even if you just have a few hours to spend, just walking around to the various outlooks peering down into the 

canyon below is something one can never forget. For the very adventurous (who have trained) and have at 

least 3 days to spend, hiking down the Bright Angel Trail (10 miles) or the South Kaibab Trail (7.5 miles) across 

the Colorado River to the Phantom Ranch and back is a true accomplishment!    

When to go
Best in late Fall through early Spring to avoid the scorching summer temperatures (and crowds)

What to do
This is definitely an active holiday destination. There are many short “day hike” opportunities on well-maintained 

trails offering some of the most breathtaking photo ops on the planet!  If hiking is not your thing, don’t let that 

stop you (they offer mules rides also).

Why I recommend
The natural beauty of this true geographical wonder will leave you breathless. Put this on you bucket list and 

go… you will not be disappointed.



Yosemite National Park
Oliver Franz



Where to stay
You definitely want to stay within 

the National Park where you find 

a limited number of cabins and 

lodges available right within this 

beautiful Yosemite Valley sur-

rounded by breathtaking steep 

mountains. It is extremely cool 

when you get up and straight out 

into nature. You can hike from and 

to your vacation home and will 

not need your car for days of fun 

connected to nature.

Where to go
Among other beautiful hikes we 

enjoyed the “Vernal Fall” trail the 

most. It combines amazing views 

with a good feel for accomplish-

ment. You will have plenty of op-

portunity resting and replenishing 

with the food and water (you have 

to bring both!) at awesome view 

spots overseeing waterfalls and 

having the beautiful Half Dome 

rock formation facing you from 

across the Yosemite Valley.

Just a short drive (1h) south from 

the valley is the “Mariposa Grove 

of Giant Sequoias” – do not miss 

to go there. The walk through this 

forest is a deeply touching experi-

ence as it holds one of the most 

massive sequoia trees on this 

planet with a 3,000 years history 

and puts time into a different per-

spective.

When to go
If you are enjoying powerful water-

fall action April and May are best; 

even though summer months are 

busy, we totally enjoyed the days. 

It was not too warm and the more 

you hike – the less crowded it gets 

;-) Fall is getting quieter and sup-

posed to be best for hikers.

What to do
Hiking, embracing nature, great 

food and restaurants, climbing 

up waterfallssome of the most 

breathtaking photo ops on the 

planet!  

Why I recommend
This is a definite “must do” for eve-

ryone liking the combination of 

nature, activity and great encoun-

ters at every turn.





Isle of Skye (Scotland)  
Hartmut Gottenstraeter

Where to stay
Skye Camping and Caravaning Club Site 

Where to go
Mealt Falls

Portree Habour

Eilean Donan Castle (famous movie location, e.g. Highlander, 

James Bond 007

When to go
We went there for a caravan tour in July



Caribbean Cruise
Jan Loecken

Where to stay
A great starting point for a cruise is Miami, Florida. Enjoy some days 

before the cruise starts. We started in Miami and went over to Nas-

sau, Jamaica, Mexico and arrived back in Miami seven days later.

Where to go
In Miami it is nice to see the Ocean drive, Miami Beach, Key West 

and the Everglades.

When to go
Nearly always, except the hurricane season. 

What to do
During the cruise enjoy the activities offered on board but as well 

private tours. Or take a taxi and enjoy the dreamlike areas. 

Why I recommend
Just relax in Miami or enjoy several activities during the beautiful 

cruise. Everybody will find the compromise between relaxing and 

having a lot of fun.





European long distance trail (E5)  Part 1
       Ralf Thien  Where to stay

Hotel zur Traube (Oberstdorf ), 

Kemptner Hütte - 1844m NN 

Per night in mountain hut with 

290 sleeping berths is 22,- to 

28,-€ 

 

Where to go
Ascent 1.100m, Hiking time is 

5hours for 20km

When to go
Juni to mid October

What to do
Hiking, enjoy the scenery and 

beer in beergarden 

 

Why I recommend
Oberstdorf, beer garden and 

Hotel “Zur Traube”





Where to stay

Casa Santa Cruz in Antigua, 

Guatemala. Antigua is famous 

for its Spanish Baroque influ-

enced architecture as well as 

a number of ruins of colonial 

churches

Where to go

Many small markets, some vul-

cans were you can go in and the 

“vulkano fuego”. This is one of 

the most active vulcans in the 

world. (In the time I was there 

the Vulcan had en eruption)

Antigua is for every one
Lukas Volkmer

When to go

I was there in October, but 

it should be better between 

March and April.



What to do

Antigua is for every one. 

Why I recommend

Next to Antigua (1h by car) you 

can find lake Atitlan, very fa-

mous. My best recommenda-

tion is to have a domestic flight 

(1h form Guatemala City) to 

Tikal. Tikal is the world biggest 

Maya area and a must-see for 

every one.



Where to stay

Hajar Mountains: You may stay at 

Misfah Old House or go Camping 

– both options are on the lower 

cost end. Camping is allowed eve-

rywhere. While the Old House pro-

vides half board with a great din-

ner on their terrace you will have 

to prepare for camping with food 

and equipment. Camping is al-

lowed everywhere in Oman. Plac-

es to buy local food like Shawarma 

can be found along the way. If you 

are up to it there are plenty of 

high end Hotels available mainly 

around Muscat and also the Hajar 

mountains have a few expensive 

options like for example the Anan-

tara Al Jabal Al Akhdar Resort.

Where to go

Hajar Mountains: Drive through 

Wadi Bani Anwf (4x4 required), hike 

through the Wadi “Snake Canyon”, 

Camp on Jebal Shams and visit 

the “Grand canyon of Oman”, visit 

Nizwa Fort, drive down towards 

Sur and visit Wadi Shabi, Wadi Tiwi 

and visit Masirah Island or Barr Al 

Hikman (4x4 required), watch sea 

turtles nesting/hatching at Ras Al 

Haad, stop over at Muscat for the 

Souq and the Sultan’s Palace.

When to go

Best time to visit would be October 

to March when the temperatures 

drop. During summer the tem-

peratures are pleasant only in the 

mountains (up to 2000m above 

sea level) and at the Indian Ocean 

below Sur as this part of Oman is 

under the influence of the Mon-

son. Another option would be 

Salalah in the south of Oman. Here 

the Monson brings plenty of rain 

and the area displays lush greens.

What to do

I recommend doing a selfdrive va-

cation visiting different places as 

part of a road trip. For me Oman 

has always been a place to be ac-

tive, to go hiking and to explore 

the nature. In the south there are 

some great locations for kite surf-

ing/surfing and to spend time on 

the beach and to explore. How-

ever, it is also possible to just stay 

at one of the 5 start hotels around 

Muscat to do nothing else but to 

relax and to take the occasional 

day trip.

For some of the difficult hikes I 

recommend to thoroughly in-

form yourself on websites like 

“Omantripper.com” and to con-

sider booking a tour with a tour 

operator. Hiking in the Wadis does 

require some planning and a cer-

tain fitness level.

4x4xFun in Oman
From the mountains to the Ocean

Alexander Harenkamp



Why I recommend

Oman is still mainly free from 

mass tourism and displays a great 

variety of nature, which can be 

explored rather individually. Un-

like many people may assume, 

Oman is not just a flat dessert like 

country. The Omanis are very wel-

coming people and allow some 

kind of any easy access to the Ara-

bian peninsula and exploring their 

country and culture. The country 

is supporting tourism to a large 

extend and Oman is a safe place 

to visit.



See you  
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